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68.

How do I know if | have an infection? How can an
infection be diagnosed?

Infection iz a known complication of any surgical procedure. Any time you break the skin, such as a scratch,
needie puncture, or smallcut, there is abways a risk of infection. It folows then that a larger surgical wound
can also become infected.

‘The incidence of infection in total jeint replacement is just under 1%. The infection can come from local
Sources, such as the skin and tissues around the wound, or can be Blood borne from other sources in the body.
If, for example, you have. on in you! y trac, it your biood stream
0 the prosthetic joint.

Alocal problem, such as a wound hematoma where fluid sits and becomes infected, can akso seed the joint.

Total joint infecti in the immediate ive period (earty) or years down the ine (late).
Late infectons are usualy the resmit of eeding from other parts of the body. A prior nfecton may abo

become reactivatad. Thi befors their total
hip replacement. Even though the old infection seems to be inactive, some bacteria may linger in the bone and
‘cause an infection in a new prosthetic joint. For this reason, it is important to determine if an indivicusl has
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